Three Mattesons and the
Gettysburg Gun

The Csttysburg Gun, July 3, 1883,
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Battery B, 1%t Regiment, RI Light Artillery
Mustered on August 13, 1861 at about 3:30 pm

As Onoaxizep axp Muosreren,

Four commissioned officers and one hundred and thirty-seven men,
namely :
Captain,

First Lisutenants.
Ravsoxp H. Perny, Geosoe W. Apaxs,
Horace 5. Broopaoon, Fraxcis A, Suern.

Quartermaster-Bergeant. First Sergeant.
Winwianx 5, Dyea. Jacos B, Lewis.
Sergeants.
Cuarres H, Apawms, Joaw T, Brags,
S1as G, Tucken, Geroror W, Bran,
Joux McCoosmas,

Manmin, Tuomas J, Tuompson, Jases
Masow, Hexey A. Trescorr, Jonx F.
Masox, Locius M. Warkes, Paroox 8,
Mavrresosn, Bewas. F. Wanprow, Joux E.
Marreson, Geonce R Weres, Wiopam P
Marresos, WiLnian F. Wairere, Avserr J.
Maxcy, Witam H. Wikmson, Ronenr
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William F. Matteson

ePart of the original Muster of August 13, 1861
*Taken prisoner at the battle of Ball’s Bluff on October 21, 1861
*Also known as “Harrison’s Island” and “Leesburg”

*Not present at the Battle of Gettysburg
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Benjamin F. Matteson

ePart of the original Muster of August 13, 1861

*Wounded at the battle of Ball’s Bluff on October 21, 1861
*Taken to hospital in Maryland

*Not present at the Battle of Gettysburg

eListed as a “tinner” in 1869-70 Sherburne, VT business directory.
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Map of the Battle of Ball’s Bluff, Oct. 21, 1861

Here they are!
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Balls Bluff, Oct. 25, 1881
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George R. Matteson

ePart of the original Muster of August 13, 1861

*Wounded at the battle of Ball’s Bluff on October 21, 1861
*Taken to hospital in Maryland
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George R. Matteson

*Promoted from Private to Corporal on September 7, 1862
*Served at the Battle of Antietam (Maryland) September 17, 1862
*Wounded again at the Battle of Gettysburg July 3, 1863

*Mustered out as a Private August 12, 1864 having served his three
years commitment

ﬁ%%*%%i%%i% arge R, M
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The Gettysburg Gun

"

*One of six brass field light tweivé;pounder “Napoleons” of the
Battery B First Regiment Rhode Island Light Artillery

*At the battle of Gettysburg: “the gun and gun carriage had been
struck three times with shell, and also showed thirty-nine bullet
marks” — Sgt. John H. Rhodes
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The Gettysburg Gun

eDisplayed in Washington until 1874 as a “Curiosity of War”

*Returned to the Benefit St. armory in Providence in 1874.
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The Gettysburg Gun

In 1962 it was conjectured that the gun may still have its powder

*An affidavit from George R. Matteson, taken in 1908, proved that
the gun was still loaded.

*Two pounds of black powder, still explosive, was removed.
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RO, President  EDWARD K
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Arrmavir oF Georce R, Marreson, Barrery B, 1sv R L

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND &c. PROVIDENCE, SC.

I, &mrgﬁs R !'mt eSO, aﬁi:zsf i:ia% {tﬁy sami county of Providence
in th oath »m&k& aff ﬁ&wt ﬁmi %@

Battery B, 1st R. I. ngh& ﬁmﬁﬁw That on ﬁm ﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬁ ﬁi’i{i
third days of July, A. D. 1863, I was aﬁ: i%w battle f:;f Gettys-
burg in the State of Pennsylvania; th

j ﬁiyg A, ﬁl} iﬁ@;% W}iﬁ&% mﬁ* i&&&my was en

.sf*r six {'a fixer c}é' amm unition) was iﬁ}iﬁf&{g ti;:smi ﬁﬁi&ﬁﬁ
Er}* the bursting of a shell thrown by the enemy during the
aft@fﬁﬁﬁﬁ ﬁf jsﬁy 3:& :{3&3? ms& er to }?’;ﬁkeﬁ*ﬁ ﬁ%@argﬁ:

and one.
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I saw the acts of the Sergeant for I was present.
After the hgmfy was ordered to the rear I remained upon
the ﬁﬁiﬁ to w 1ess the {:m;ﬁ and while so wm%m;g 1 was
ed and on the fourth day of July, A. D, 186 3, I was

sent ﬁﬁé %’mﬁﬁ;}iiﬁi
The (n

im is known as té;ﬁ* GETTYSBURG GUN and is now

in the Rhode Island State House,

State of Rhode Island, &c.
e, SQ

?ﬁ‘mwé 7I0e
Notary Public,
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George R. |
Matteson

From the George E. Matteson collection
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